Welcome to the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot Newsletter
No. 92 – Summer 2021/22
Our latest Saving Kyloring video production has started on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Western-Ground-Parrot-283796521652371/
And STOP PRESS, ABC Landline has recently put up the following on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=437705057987373&aggr_v_ids[0]=437705057987373&notif_
id=1641282702203324&notif_t=watch_follower_video&ref=notif
In this issue:




Thanks to Brenda Newby - see Parks and Wildlife report
The latest on the encouraging translocation outcomes
Kyloring at the Zoo and breeding season outcomes



Chair’s Chirpings
 Annual General Meeting outcomes
 Awareness raising: video production and Threatened Species Forum
 Our Art Auction outcome!!
 Join us for the Threatened Species Field trip, including Kyloring
 Support for a BirdLife grant application

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA)
Parks and Wildlife Service
DECEMBER UPDATE ON THE FIRST EVER WILD TO WILD TRANSLOCATION OF WESTERN GROUND PARROTS!
Sarah Comer, Stu Ford, Abby Thomas, Abby Berryman, Mark Blythman, Allan Burbidge and Helena
Stokes (BirdLife Australia project officer)
As many Friends members are aware, before April this year, Western Ground Parrots (Kyloring) were
only known from a single population in Cape Arid National Park and Nuytsland Nature Reserve in
Western Australia. And, as outlined in our last contribution to the Friends newsletter, DBCA staff
and volunteers collaborated with BirdLife Australia and the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot to
undertake a world-first translocation of seven of these critically endangered birds to a protected
area east of Albany. There is an ongoing threat that bushfires may impact the last fragments of the
long-unburned habitat required for breeding in Cape Arid and Nuytsland, which could lead to their
extinction, making translocation a high conservation priority.
Since the April release, the project team have been continuing to monitor the translocated birds,
using radio-tracking and autonomous recording units (ARUs), but also doing some old fashioned
listening surveys. The radio-tracking enabled us to follow the movements of six of the seven birds
for just over four months, with the seventh bird dropping his transmitter a few days after he was
released. The birds moved significant distances, but by August were all within 20km of the release
site. The short-term success criteria for radiotracking (e.g. see Fig. 1) was that at least 50% of
translocated WGPs survive the duration of the post-release radio-tracking period and remained
within the translocation area. This criterion was clearly met, with 6 out of 7 birds (86%) located in
the translocation area at the end of the tracking period. The significant movement of tracked birds
suggests that they were not only finding plenty of food to eat, but also for those birds that dispersed
initially that the habitat in the release area was worth returning to!

Figure 1. Mark Blythman, DBCA Technical Officer radio-tracking western ground parrots (Photo Stu Ford,
DBCA)

Data from the ARUs has been through the initial processing, and we were delighted to have detected
ground parrot calls on four units through manual processing. Ground parrot calls were detected on
ARUs between June and November, when the units were last serviced. This meets one of the other
short-term criteria for evaluating the success of the translocation, which required ground parrots to
be detected on ARUs up to six-months post-release. Additional ARUs have been deployed to
increase our chances of finding birds. Thanks to the volunteers and Southern Aboriginal Corporation
Rangers who assisted with this work.

The continued survival of the small group of ground parrots is very encouraging. The birds appear to
have settled into their new home, and we hope that they will continue to do well over the summer
months. In 2022 the project team will reassess the calling activity in the translocation site and also
review trends in occupancy and calling rates recorded by the solar ARUs in Cape Arid and Nuytsland.
We are hopeful that UWA student Ben Barrett’s research, looking at improving supervised and
unsupervised machine learning to help with the automation of data processing , will provide some
help with the huge volume of recordings being generated by our ground parrot monitoring work and
look forward to hearing how his research is progressing in the new year. Thanks to the Friends of the
WGP, the solar ARUs have now been serviced by helicopter (Fig. 2), and data from these are
currently being processed manually to look at trends in occupancy across Cape Arid and Nuytsland.

Figure 2. Helena Stokes, BirdLife Australia project officer, and Stephen Butler, DBCA Esperance District Nature
Conservation Coordinator, preparing to service a solar ARU at Cape Arid (Photo Stu Ford, DBCA)

This DBCA led project has been supported by BirdLife and the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot
with significant input from volunteers, and is jointly funded by DBCA, BirdLife and the Australian
Government’s National Landcare Program and the project team are grateful for this support.

Brenda Newby - South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team – Champion
Sarah Comer and Allan Burbidge
The South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team has been meeting since 1996 to coordinate the
implementation of recovery actions for a number of threatened birds on the south coast. The Noisy

Scrub-bird, Western Bristlebird, Western Whipbird and Western Ground Parrot have all benefited
from having this group of dedicated individuals contributing towards their conservation. Members
are diverse and include not only DBCA science and operational staff, but members of the Friends of
the Western Ground Parrot, BirdLife Australia, and the broader community. This group has, over 25
years, debated and championed conservation efforts and led some significant recovery actions for
these birds.
One of the long term champions of the Recovery Team is Brenda Newbey who has been integral to
ground parrot and bristlebird work in particular. Importantly, Brenda was perhaps the first person
to realise that the Western Ground Parrot was in real trouble. In the early 1980s, when the
government of the day decided to release land for agriculture in an area that is now the northern
part of Fitzgerald River National Park, Brenda realised that this area was likely to be critically
important for ground parrots. With the help of other concerned locals, she alerted the RAOU (now
BirdLife), and following a concerted effort by all involved, the area was saved, and added to the park.
This was an important step for nature conservation in the south coast, and has benefited many
species, including bristlebirds and whipbirds as well as ground parrots. Brenda has been involved in
bristlebird and ground parrot surveys, research and conservation ever since. In particular, she was a
foundation member of the Western Bristlebird (1994) and Western Ground Parrot (1996) Recovery
Teams; these teams were later brought together as part of the South Coast Threatened Birds
Recovery Team. In addition, Brenda started mobilising volunteers in the late 1990s and then, with
Anne Bondin, formalised the present Friends group in 2003. Along the way, Brenda has participated
in numerous field surveys (Figs. 3 & 4), has written a large number of articles and reports, and has
made significant contributions to research projects and recovery plans for south coast threatened
birds. But this year, after about three decades of dedication to the cause, she decided to ‘call it a
day’ as a member of the recovery team. We will miss her thoughtful suggestions and questioning.
At her last recovery team meeting, Brenda was presented with a print of ‘Charlie’ (Fig. 5) the ground
parrot that was photographed by Brent Barrett in the Fitzgerald River National Park when he was
working on the project in 2005. This beautiful drawing was done by Merry Robertson, a very
talented local Albany artist, and was a fitting tribute to Brenda’s contribution towards ground parrot
recovery. We wish Brenda well in her retirement, and thank her for her amazing contribution
towards conservation of the south coast threatened birds.
Vicki Stokes, who has represented BirdLife Australia on the recovery team since 2017, has also
departed for a new role with AWC over east. Vicki was a welcome addition to the recovery team,
and her experience and commitment to collaborating to implement recovery actions will be missed.
Amongst other contributions to the recovery team Vicki was instrumental in securing a BirdLife
Australia project officer (Helena Stokes) to work with the DBCA team coordinating Western Ground
Parrot recovery actions, and finding funds to support surveys of Noisy Scrub-birds and Western
Bristlebirds in 2019 and whipbirds in 2020. We wish Vicki all the best in her new role.

Figure 3. Nest searching in the FRNP 2004. L:R Brenda Newbey, Abby Berryman, Francesca Cunningham, Sarah
Comer, Ray Garstone, Wayne Zadow and Dave Chemello (Photo Brent Barrett; DBCA)

Figure 4. 2005 survey to Nuytsland Nature Reserve. L:R: John Tucker, Dave Chemello, Rowan Dawson, Peter
Wilshaw, Anne Gadsby; James Macready; Brenda Newbey and front Petra Sommers. Results of the 2005
surveys showed that Nuytsland NR was much more important to ground parrots than previously realised.

Figure 5. Brenda Newbey at her last South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team meeting in November 2021,
with the print of ‘Charlie’ by artist Merry Robertson (Photo: Deon Utber, DBCA)

Western Ground Parrot Update from Perth Zoo
(edited by Paul Wettin, with permission, from a longer Zoo report)
November 2021
The 2021 breeding season provided new opportunities for the team to further study Western Ground
Parrot behaviour and reproduction. With the newly installed hatches (which connect the individual
aviaries) now incorporated into the aviary complex, ‘mate choice’ and social behaviour of this unique
species was evaluated in a broader context. For the first time, multiple males and females were given
access to each other via the hatch openings. The purpose of this was to learn more about the social
interactions between males and females and to see what effect this would have on the bird’s
behaviour and how this might influence pair formation and bonding, and subsequent breeding
behaviours. Initially, two males and two females were provided with access in one half of the complex
and three males and one female in the other half of the complex.
Early in the breeding season birds continued to remain relatively sedentary in their own areas and
birds continued to feed from their own feed stations. As the season progressed activity of the birds
started to increase and some of the birds became more adventurous moving into other birds’ areas.
Interestingly some birds’ social interactions increased significantly while others remained mostly
faithful to their own areas.
In late July Male Joy approached female Leuca and offered allofeeding (Fig. 1) for the first time. The
pair bond progressed, and they commenced mating in late August (Fig. 2). At the same time male
Monak started to move into Joy and Leuca’s areas and he commenced interacting with male Joy. Some
further, non-aggressive and unexpected interactions occurred between these 2 males. Male Monak
was removed from this aviary in late September with no apparent effect on the interactions between
Joy and Leuca.
For the other birds in mid-August female Kangal was transferred into the other half of the aviary
complex with access to males Mingko, Jinnung and Zephyr and female Kopin. There were no typical
signs of aggressive parrot behaviour between the birds following this move, however it was clear that
birds were wanting to remain in their own areas.
Male Zephyr commenced allofeeding female Kopin in early September. He was also observed
allofeeding female Kangal on one occasion not long after he had commenced feeding female Kopin.
It’s likely this was an opportunistic allofeeding encounter but may have been part of birds assessing
suitability for mate choice. Female Kangal had the choice of two other males (Mingko and Jinnung)
and she progressed to spend much of her time feeding at male Jinnung’s feed station area and the
two birds often feed in close proximity. With Jinnung being relatively new into the aviary environment
(Jinnung was added to the captive birds in April), it’s possible he may not yet have been comfortable
enough to progress a breeding opportunity with Kangal this season. Male Mingko also showed a level
of interest towards female Kangal at times however no further developments eventuated with Kangal.
Meanwhile Joy and Leuca continued to mate every day and overall 35 successful mating events were
identified. In late September Leuca started to seek out more calcium and a few days later Leuca and

Joy where observed prospecting for a nest site. Leuca’s weight was identified at 99.5g on Saturday 2nd
October. We expected egg laying was imminent so kept a very close eye on her progress via the CCTV
cameras. Later on the 2nd October she was identified to be displaying some atypical behaviour (we
were on high alert for egg binding symptoms). No mating was identified between the pair on this day
which has previously been identified as characteristic on the day of egg laying. All aspects of her
routine behaviour were monitored. On Sunday 3rd October there was no mating between the pair
again and the female was often out of view of the cameras for long periods of time. We thought it was
possible she was nesting. On Sunday evening she again returned to her roost Lomandra at the usual
time however she moved off the roost around midnight. With this change in behaviour, this prompted
a swift early Monday morning site meeting at the aviaries to check Leuca’s condition. The decision
was made to catch Leuca for supportive care. She was placed into the Vetario hospital box (an animal
intensive care unit) under CCTV camera observation. In consultation with the vets the egg binding
treatment plan was enacted. Leuca was x-rayed while still in the Vetario which confirmed the presence
of an egg. Supportive treatment was provided in a staged approach on Monday and she passed the
egg. The egg was retrieved from the Vertario and was weighed (6.21g) and set for incubation. The egg
was bigger than all eggs laid by female Fifi a few years ago but the shell was not as heavily calcified,
suggesting an issue with calcium metabolism. We conducted a full search of the aviaries to check for
any other eggs and nests but none were found. Following seven days of incubation Leuca’s egg was
candled to look for signs of fertility and development but unfortunately there was no signs of
development. As a result, the egg was submitted for laboratory analysis which indicated that the egg
was infertile. See figure 3 for photos of the egg.
Female Leuca recovered well from the ordeal, and she was returned to the aviary four days later.
Within a short period of time, Joy approached Leuca and offered allofeeding, and the following
morning the pair mated again. The speed at which the pair had returned to mating given the
complication with egg laying was a concern and following extensive discussion with the team and vets,
it was decided to separate Leuca and Joy.
This case highlighted significant concerns with egg binding, and we set about undertaking a thorough
investigation into avian calcium metabolism. We contacted a world-renowned UV lighting specialist,
Dr Frances Baines, in the UK. In discussion with Dr Baines, we believe that limited unfiltered sunlight
(UV) may be a key factor that has contributed to the egg binding incidence. Thanks to Dr Baines, we
now have a far greater understanding of the important role UVB plays in the natural synthesis of
Vitamin D3 for birds which plays an essential role in the calcium metabolism cycle. As a result, we are
in the process of measuring the level of UV exposure the birds are receiving in the aviaries from
sunlight so we can further enhance UV exposure for the birds. We have found that Western Ground
Parrots are very keen to bask in the sun (Fig. 4). We are also reviewing the diet provisions for the birds
in consultation with relevant experts.
For the other birds, Male Zephyr and female Kopin were observed mate feeding up to three times
daily. Kopin presented to Zephyr for copulation on two occasions in October and Zephyr proceeded
to mount Kopin however she didn’t hold position and mating didn’t eventuate.
With multiple males having access to each other during this year’s breeding season, it is interesting
that no signs of typical parrot aggression were observed between any of the male parrots. There was
no extended chasing or squabbling. No biting or squawking was ever identified. Western Ground

Parrots appear to have a very strong desire to occupy a core area and a level of food resources
guarding is evident.
With managing such a small number of birds, the stakes are high, and the learning opportunities are
subsequently limited. The team have made significant progress with refining husbandry provisions for
these very unique Pezoporus parrots, and we are hopeful that our efforts with continuous learning
and refinement will result in breeding success in the near future.

Figure 1. Male Joy allofeeding female Leuca, August 2021.

Figure 2. Male Joy copulating with female Leuca, September 2021.

Figure 3. Leuca’s egg

Figure 4. Leuca sunning following her return to the aviary, 8th October 2021

Firstly, I’m sure we all share the common desire for all of us to have a happy and healthy 2022!!

Annual General Meeting and Call for Committee members
Our Annual General Meeting was held on 9th November. We had a good rollup including many
members joining via Facebook Live. Sarah Comer provided her usual sterling story about the latest
events with the wild parrots - see the Parks and Wildlife report. The main event was the Committee
election. I was re-elected as Chair and with the following (and excellent) Committee - Liz Tanner,
Peter Stewart, Julie Lee, Chris Young, Sue Plewright and Georgie Hawes (note: only 3 of us live in
Albany and 3 live interstate). After many years of service, Deon Utber (our IT guru!!) has stepped
down, as did Treasurer Phil Bailey. Thanks heaps to them and I know that both Deon and Phil will
continue to strongly support the work of the Friends.
Appended is my Annual Report to the AGM.
Please consider nominating for the Committee - it’s an exciting, invigorating and very informative
time to be involved!! If you are particularly skilled at IT and/or Communications and financial book
keeping, your participation would be most welcome!! Feel free to contact me via our email
(wgparrot@gmail.com) and we can have a discussion. The contributions the Friends are making to
the Recovery Plan are making a big difference to saving Kyloring from extinction.

Awareness raising
As indicated in the last Newsletter, in partnership with Riggs Australia, a series of short videos (each
approximately 90 seconds long) on Saving Kyloring about last year’s translocation is being produced
and released on social media. The intention is to continue to raise awareness about these events
and therefore support for further progress on the Recovery Plan.
The first video/chapter (Introducing Kyloring) has been completed and is available for your viewing
on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Western-Ground-Parrot283796521652371/). Chapter 2 (Talented People) is nearing completion and should be released this
month. The remaining chapters will be released soon afterward; Camp Life, Capturing Kyloring, and
Releasing Kyloring. Finally, all the chapters will be integrated into one video.
You may like to view and share these videos with your connections to help further spread the word.
Please either copy from the FB site or contact me via the Friends’ webmail (wgparrot@gmail.com).

I was able to use Introducing Kyloring at the end of my presentation at a recent, and excellent,
Threatened Species Forum held in Albany and organised by the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group
(https://www.potoroo.org/).

Art Auction
We had a very successful online Art Auction with most items being sold which raised over $1,900.
The process was an experience for the Committee as none of us had organised an auction before, or
one using an online forum. We had wonderful support from the following donors and/or artists;
Chris Powell, Antony Taggart, Karen Quain, Kati Thamo, Merry Robertson, Georgina Steytler, Maxine
Holman, Pat Latas and Keith Lightbody.
Committee members Julie Lee and Liz Tanner carried most of the auction workload and did a great
job.
Congratulations to all the winning bidders of the art items!!

South Coast Festival of Birds & Biodiversity and Threatened Species Field Trip
Kyloring will feature prominently during the Festival which runs from January to April this year (seehttps://birdfestival.greenskills.org.au/, and the program).
A field trip will be held in the afternoon of Tuesday 1st March and involve travelling to Waychinicup
National Park hosted jointly by BirdLife and the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot focussing on
endangered birds of the Albany region. Sarah Comer will be the guest speaker. Cost is $20 and
bookings are required (https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/850955). Thanks to the local
BirdLife group, all proceeds are to come to the Friends so please join in!!
On Thursday 3rd March from 5:30-6:30 PM at the Albany Library there will be presentations on Birds
at Risk of Disappearing Forever by Anne Bondin of BirdLife and Sarah Comer (see further details in
the program).

BirdLife Grant Application
The Friends provided a letter of support to BirdLife Australia for a grant application under the
Australian Government’s Environment Restoration Fund – Threatened Species Strategy Action Plan –
Priority Species Creating a future for the western ground parrot – Kyloring. If successful the grant
funds will be used for monitoring of parrots at Cape Arid and the translocation site and additional
feral cat control in the translocation area. The Friends have also indicated a $10,000 additional
contribution to this grant.
An announcement about whether this application has been successful is expected in March or April.
Under the Threatened Species Strategy Action Plan, Kyloring has been identified as one of the top
100 Priority Species (https://www.awe.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/100-priorityspecies_0.pdf).
In this context I draw your attention to my 20/21 AGM Report in the Lobbying and Awareness
Raising section about the Friends’ ongoing concerns about longer term government funding
commitments particularly from the Australian Government. An old chestnut issue but one
(unfortunately) we have to continuously work on…

Appendix 1
Friends of the Western Ground Parrot Inc
Chairperson’s Report
to the 2020/2021 Annual General Meeting 9th November, 2021
Saving Kyloring
Your Committee
The Committee has again done a sterling job and we managed to get a lot done.
Committee members Julie Lee, Liz Tanner, Chris Young, Deon Utber, Phil Bailey and Peter Stewart,
have been a great team. During the year we were joined by Georgie Hawes who took up our Twitter
duties and Sue Plewright who took up our Membership duties.
It is with great regret that we will be saying farewell to Deon and Phil. Deon has served on the
Committee for some 12 years. His knowledge and skills have made major contributions to the
Friends efforts over this time. Phil has been our Treasurer for some 5 years. His financial reports at
every Committee meeting are truly legendary and he leaves a major legacy with the financial
accounting and reporting systems he has set up.
Both of you will be sorely missed.
Support for the Parrots’ Recovery Plan
The following is a summary of what I regard as the major achievements and events that the Friends
have contributed to during the 2020/2021 period. Details of these events and outcomes have been
covered in more detail in our Quarterly Newsletters.
The Wild to Wild Translocation. An abbreviated story…
In April DBCA undertook the first ever translocation of 7 parrots from Cape Arid to a high quality
habitat area to the east of Albany. The ABC Landline program reported on this translocation in a
story screened in June. As well, and as the report in our Autumn Newsletter, DBCA and BirdLife have
also provided several published reports which included a lot of the details.
This was truly a monumental effort!!!
The translocation was undertaken with a high level of prior planning, care and due diligence to
ensure it could be as successful as possible. The health and safety of the parrots, both the source
population and translocated birds, was the paramount consideration. I am proud to have
contributed to this process via my participation in the Risk Assessment undertaken by DBCA and the
South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team.
I strongly recommend you access the published reports to gain a better understanding of the extent
of the considerations, care and overall work undertaken for the translocation to happen.
I was honoured to be asked by DBCA to participate in the release of 3 birds in their new habitat. I
was so excited on that morning driving to the site through dark and fog. Arriving at the remote site
and seeing the care and consideration being undertaken by the Recovery Team staff. Doing my best

to keep up with their urgency to do the release. But also dealing with the stress to learn that 2
captured parrots were not able to be released and particularly that one parrot had died. Every bird is
precious. It is rewarding to hear that the injured bird “Jinnung” is doing well at Perth Zoo. I know
that every effort was undertaken by the translocation team to avoid these unfortunate outcomes.
The ongoing monitoring and protection of the source population of parrots and the translocated
birds remains the highest priority. In the months following the release there has been significant
movement by most of the translocated birds, seemingly exploring the new habitat. The last locations
of the birds when the transmitter batteries expired established they had returned to within 20 km of
the release site. Ongoing monitoring for these birds will be done using ARUs and listening surveys
and the Friends will support these efforts.
I cannot express enough my true appreciation and admiration for the work undertaken by the core
members of the Parrot’s DBCA Recovery Team - Sarah Comer, Abby Thomas, Abby Berryman,
Stewart Ford and Mark Blythman, and also the BirdLife member, Helena Stokes. This appreciation is
extended to the other officers and volunteers who supported DBCA’s field work during the year and
especially for the dedication of all involved in the planning for and undertaking of the translocation.
It is important to acknowledge the direct funding contributions for the translocation from DBCA, the
Wildlife and Habitat Bushfire Recovery Fund and the Threatened Species Commissioner.
I am vitally interested in whether a second translocation will be undertaken and when it might occur.
Finally, I am watching the progress with the birds at the Zoo with strong interest and hoping for
some positive breeding outcomes soon!!
No fires in Cape Arid/Nuytsland!!
It was a great relief that there was no further loss of the remaining high quality habitat for the
parrots due to wild fires. Let’s hope this outcome can be reported again at the 21/22 AGM and
future years!
Financial Matters
Our overall balance sheet remained strong at 30 June 2021 with $ 49,997.65 available of which
$45,547.65 is members’ funds. We have gained additional funds since that time via member
subscriptions and donations which will be reported in our next Newsletter in December.
Contributions to the Recovery Plan
Overall in 20/21 nearly $55,000 was provided to DBCA for Plan implementation:




From your Rescue fund, a $15,000 donation was made to DBCA in early January to obtain
more predator camera traps for the proposed translocation site and for a Disease Risk
Assessment for the translocated parrots to determine the susceptibility of birds to acquiring
a disease after being captured.
A $10,650 Grant was expended from the Commonwealth Government’s Communities
Environment Program provided via the Member for O’Connor, Rick Wilson. These funds
were used for helicopter hire to retrieve 29 ARUs or their data cards from Fitzgerald River
National Park to ascertain if there was a remnant population of parrots in the Park. These
ARUs had been established in April 2020; 16 of the ARUs had solar panels and were paid for





from the Rescue fund. I undertook the analysis of the recordings from the data cards (some
6,000 hours) and unfortunately no ground parrot calls were detected, as confirmed by DBCA
staff.
A $15,000 Grant was expended from the Australian Wildlife Society from the Kinder Project.
These funds were used to purchase 25 predator camera traps established at the
translocation receiving site and action was undertaken by DBCA to remove any identified
culprits.
A $20,000 Grant was partially expended (over $12,000) from the WIRES and Landcare
Australia Wildlife Relief & Recovery Fund for helicopter hire for ARU/data cards recovery in
Cape Arid NP in March 2021. The remaining funds from this Grant will be expended during
2021/2022 also for helicopter hire, likely in conjunction with some contribution from
members’ funds to meet the entire hire costs.

I am particularly grateful to the granting bodies for their substantial considerations and
contributions.
Other relevant expenditure




Volunteer expenses. The Friends provided a travel and food subsidy to all volunteers who
participated in the March field work in Cape Arid. Thanks to Bill Waterer of Jane Goodall’s
Roots & Shoots WA, an anonymous Foundation provided $425 for this purpose.
Brochure update. Our 2015 brochure needed updating and we received a grant of some
$900 from South Coast Natural Resource Management for the publication costs.

Fund raising activities
Due to the accumulated funds available for the year, the Friends Committee decided not to
undertake any specific fund raising activities until such time as, in particular, the grant funds had
been expended. Nevertheless substantial funds were received via membership subscriptions and
some donations.
Lobbying and Awareness Raising
A written submission was made to the Commonwealth’s proposed 10 Year Threatened Species
Strategy and 5 year (21-26) Action Plan. This submission highlighted the Friends’ view that, with
regard to the western ground parrot, there were significant failures in implementation of the 20152020 Strategy, primarily funding support and community engagement from the Australian
Government. We asked that these failures not be repeated for the new Strategy and Action Plan.
Our submission also identified that the Friends contributed nearly $350,000 to the Parrots’ Recovery
Plan activities in the Strategy period of 2015-2020.
Ongoing funding support from governments for the overall Recovery Plan and potentially further
translocations is a remaining concern especially from the Australian Government (in addition to their
contributions identified above). In December 2020 I wrote letters to DBCA and Australian
Government’s Threatened Species Commissioner and these met with an “in principle” commitment
from DBCA and no response from the Commissioner. A further reminder letter to her in February
2021 also resulted in no response. I finally received a letter from the (acting) Commissioner in
October 2021 which committed no funds to the Parrots’ Recovery Plan. Truly disappointing.

There needs to be a firm ongoing funding commitment from both governments especially to protect
the wild population in Cape Arid/Nuytsland, and potentially to undertake further translocations
subject to the review of circumstances and outcomes from the recent one. I and the Friends’
Committee will continue to vigorously pursue this outcome.
And while I’ve got you
Art Auction
Our Art Auction is in final preparation. It will be undertaken via an online process starting in
November. We have 13 high quality and valuable pieces for the auction.
Finally, a huge thank you to the members who continue to provide ongoing support for the Goals of
the Friends of the Western Ground Parrot.

Chair, Friends of the Western Ground Parrot

